. Cells were exposed to 0, 1, 2.5, 5 and 10 µM AgNPs for 24hr and mRNA was isolated as described in methods. Semiquantitative real-time RT-PCR was used to measure the level of HO-1 (A), TrxR1 (B) or GAPDH (internal control) mRNA. Mean relative expression (fold) is plotted from multiple independent cultures (in triplicate) for each experiment. Error bars represent the standard deviation of the mean. (C) Immunoblot analysis of TrxR1 from cytosolic extracts of cells exposed to A549 cells exposed to AgNPs. 30 µg of crude cell extract was separated using a 12% SDS-PAGE gel, transferred to PVDF, and probed using polyclonal antibodies to TrxR1 or β-actin. 
